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The Duality of Quotation and Representation in the

Book of Sibawayh

Mahmoud Talab Abdeldeen*

Abstract

This research discusses an important duality in The Book of Stbawayh, which is
described as the first syntactic book on Arabic language. This duality is represented in
two essential pillars that form the essence of the book and its basic structure. They are:
syntactic quotation and representation by composed examples. This research shows that
Sibawayh employed this duality according to a methodology characterized by the
integration and association of this duality.

Sibawayh employed evidence from quotations to authenticate syntactic rules,
establish their origin, and detail what contradicted such rules in vernacular dialects. He
also discussed aspects of linguistic usage of these grammatical rules among native
speakers. Therefore, he often used many quotations in this book documenting
vernacular spoken dialects that exhibited some type of deviation away from established
syntactic rules.

Sibawayh often composed examples to explain and analyze established
grammatical rules so as to reach an understanding of these rules. Consequently, it can
safely be said that Stbawayh is one of the first syntacticians who sensed the importance
of representation by composed examples in syntax, and considered it as a means to
explain and illustrate grammatical rules. Perhaps, the emphasis of representation can be
supported by the fact that subsequent syntacticians have used the same verbs and nouns
from the sentences of Sibawayh’s examples as they occurred in his book.

This research demonstrates that the type of syntactic themes will highly influence
the way quotations and/or representations are used in The Book of Stbawayh. Which is
to say, the more syntactic rules are established, the less is the quotation of syntactic
evidence, and the greater is the representation by composed examples. On the other
hand, whenever syntactic rules are less established or fixed, the greater the need for
quotations.

Keywords: The Book of Sibawayh, syntactic quotation, representation, composed
example
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