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A study on Korean diphthong /-] / and
standard pronunciation education

Yun-Do Chung*

Chinese Culture University
Abstract

The Korean diphthong /-1/ is used not only as a lexical word but also as a
possessive particle. Therefore, it is used very frequently in daily life. This
study focuses on the various allophones of the Korean diphthong /-1/ to
examine the factors that generate the various allophones [i], [i], and [e].
The conclusions are as follows:

First, the distinction between semivowels and vowels in terms of
phonetic features is ambiguous in the Korean language. Consequently,
/-1/ has two allophones [i] or [i] depending on the position of
occurrence and the morpheme combination. Second, the allophone [e] of
the possessive particle ‘2]’ was examined by referring to

I'-ZAtfAs) Nogeoldaeeonhaebon s Furthermore, the cognitive
tendency of Taiwanese learners to be influenced by the pronunciation of
the corresponding character ‘ffJ[é]’ in Minnan Chinese was also examined.
Finally, since the preference for ligatures among native Korean speakers
significantly influence the standard pronunciation learning environment
for foreign learners, the results of this research can help foreign students
to grasp the accurate pronunciations and spelling of /-1/ as well as
preventing pronunciation and writing errors.

Keywords: Korean language, standard pronunciation education, diphthong
/-1/, allophone of /-1/

" Professor of Department of Korean Language and Literature, Chinese Culture
University
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