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The Signs of an Era of Illness: Disease
and Its Metaphors in Korean Literature

Mal Soon Choi*

National Chengchi University

Abstract

A person's life is inevitably marked by illness. As long as literature
continues to examine human existence, it seems inevitable that illness will
be used as a subject or theme in literary creation. While illness is a subject
for scientific diagnosis and subsequent treatment, humans have always
turned to religion or literature to confront it. Furthermore, the
representation of illness in literature often focuses not on the disease itself,
but rather on its connection to corrupt politics, society, or human nature.
Modern novels, especially when faced with abnormal phenomena in life,
society, or politics, frequently metaphorize or symbolize illness. Therefore,
it is not an exaggeration to say that the theme of illness appears in almost
all modern novels, with only differences in degree.

Based on this understanding, this article attempts to identify the
diseases mentioned most frequently in modern and contemporary Korean
novels from different periods. It provides examples of representative
novels in order to introduce the use of disease metaphors in Korean
literature. The diseases discussed in this article include smallpox,
neurasthenia, and syphilis in modern novels, as well as psychological
trauma, leprosy, dementia, and COVID-19 in contemporary novels.

Key words: Korean Literature, metaphor of disease, signs of the times,
COVID-19
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HERBERANZTRE - BEREEMURTHETANRNEESH
5 BERENELEIEEER MRARIGENRECE - 285 t#
REREME - BEEBZBERE  HTINRABLEEN "RRA L TEMm
B MELRHBEBEANFERRYB T 7V RENLVEANG  BEET—
RSB EIEEREE

AERSEBBCENFEREEE (1943-) - BBIEV\GRAFER
BB ARRARORRE - 20 Hop - (ER2RE) (1970 ) BES RHEESF - U5
MEREEF - LEF-FUSHNPOSHMIRGINESR MLl "3, /P
DRHEE M A/ NRNEREN - BWTER 7 REZNMEZARIL
5o MUlE TR ROEEEBER  #HRMAIRARERENE  BE
FNRHEEEPZHKE 7EEEHZR - AM - BIEESBRRAR - T3,
MERERNREIBEAE GRESE  LIRASEAEST " FE ERK -
BRAGER AN A T REENRENE - "3, EIEBT 7 ZRKA
ARES BEFFEEZERNERER - 7 "3, BHRRWEEHN - B
BEMNIERBRE  BRIEERN - EREEFHE  SR/MENSE
FREWEHHEARERE MEFNWASERBIREBNE]  2S5NE&
BEF—H505%E B "R IEXMONEFTMHIRA - KIEEMEER
BBIFFE FROA Y ERAER -

F(BRRE ) PUREMBIRT  FUESEERN "3, B T8F
DI PRVSEIT - T3 BRE T EFMMAVE FITEIERE B E MR

PRI MME (sexuality ) WARE BT EN—EBWER - 2ER{CH(2020) -
X ENEBHEEEANBEARILETAR BEANSEILBSEEE - 19 HA
R BAMBZTUBRFERIEH DRI SHESEIMNARE  BHEREWH
KAGGE -

B EShlE - BABAK 50 B NSRRI RS -

% ST HEERFAEMA/RERE () (1970) « (BREIRER) (1972)
(#E) (1972) ~ (FENBZE) (1976)  (EHBMREE) (1992) % -
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BHNSANSER  MAKBRBEECEEHPILETORATR - "Ho M

THAM . REE B, B MR "I ARENHNBEPER TRE
EENZEANBERENEZ EAERZHFELAMER  MEHEN
MEETH - "R, BETPLEANED - EETPLEAN—T) - ",
FRABHRLIRREMIBENR ERARERS LUEZRERERSE
HEARNTRAEN LR E— RS EREN - BAELEERNE
ABEERARNEAHRIBEECERIPEENSIE BEXEHFT
RWBHENE - tPIESREEMW - SEMELAR - "3, 2RSS
RMHIBL)BNMAE HEZAR YT BCMENMEZNEEMEMN—
BOEKS - BEEREEERBINESE "R, BETBCHET - tHH
B7Y BCARAER -

EEREB (RKE) REERAL LNEESH—RBNBE KR
R - ERMATEIEEEACUE I THEETR - 48 KIEFA
BEREBER - 2R 7 iPESRSIL N ERTREEENFERA -
NRZFNAOERNS - EsEERRERMCEREREEEHNE
A URERLEE M ABBNER  oDRERHER—EH -
EZEEZBEAMREEY RENRIEOENTRE BAREEBRRE
BHARERNELER BEATZEERARBUNZER RMEES
PHERECRIASEER BAEHAEIRIEE CFELERBH
IREBEBAESENEZRRIBCEE—ERF FRIAKRE - AMEML -
WZRIBIE O E2EFREE " M LR  SRIRBERIE FEARLIERZS -
RHANKERRE UESHAUEEFINRE  SEFENU "HM. BB
WEI XA E FRIRE - /SR PRREE "3 REBEFCNE /D
BLE - AMUERELEEEBNEFPRORNR  F—REB LM
EE TR BREEEES D THNIBRRTERLE - BEXUESF
RERIER - EEA L HIREHERA EER  AMA ZBEER—5
RBIEEMRES  RBERRF MEERHNERR D HBNEE - KF
ELEEFERNLIIAELRBEES FNSERTHRBERTRAER
g  EEFUHIRAIGEEE - Bt - NSRP0ERISEMHERER
EREREN—TEFR -

BB\ PRIE _ERBRMER - BHLER - KRR
RiER - RERRESE N2 ARBRRINM X WERER - £ 1873
F& X BBRZRRENTBREERFHRAEER  ERERERS
BARAMNEREHRERERES]  BHRETREFIRENER RBER
BARBEBEMEN AL RZIHE - ERE/ NP - kRS AW IEE
BEARZIENE S RAZHEBEBFL 1950 £ MEARSER
ARERIRERE LR - ARYUEABEERI LR - EE/ )Rt
1930 FRABLRIZERBEMEFam - Ao M —AR AL
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BRI RILE - 27

Hop FEEWRR (RFANXKE) (1976 ) 2EERBMNEBE D&
ZBENFm - SRR EBS ML 7 1970 FRNBEIME (XE
1% 143-68)  (RMVKE) DEBEHMBES - EFBERN/NGHEP
IEABFA - R FBEESTEDNEE  2RM—B/0H
HMEME (BEK 37-72) /NSRBI TRIE/NES 2 BiMENBEARE
R BREEERIEE TR SKBR—RARREEREENNS-
NESERER 1916 FHNHERE - 1935 FRAARANEERTESE
hEME  ZEMARENE  REANBEFNREMRSMH - US0R =
B B8 r A—R 2 ZERT)ESERRRIBERE LR
EYB)BEENEERTEROEIEEZENEREERBENKE, 5
B BRBFMAMRN T H ERNSNBE HEERBET ELEMR
RIETIHBEISEER - AIRB ERERF Lt IRE— B ARE - B
SRENFNRNWERAMLH  MARSE LR ENWEERBEKRE -
RmFZE T M EN BARSEM MM RE),; S=80 7 &4 7 Bk
SENERERUTRESNER  WERHMERREERNFEAELR -

EREEECHHRZE S8/ REBRSEEZNBRNERETE
EEFFBUAENETEGIRRIR  RIREEZEREE R AR
NEBRERREZERVEBEARAODHBEE -/ NREROARNEH
MR G  EERSEREHRN/ )\ ESER - MEFENFECHIIR
EARRSERR PBRZEHEEREARSHBIRFELZERE 1961
FRWEMNAANERESBEEE - 7 1970 FRAHLIE 2 BRI
BHAEORL FHERMERRAENES - REARNERERN - /NRP
NESTAZ—EEMANZERSTT - ME—ERER - RE - AE2FE
MERBZER - RREAMBRZAETHNERERE  RRtTE2—EE
* - R RERBRKF  EEEERETE  RREESNERLTE
Fa B - IRERM - ERRRZHE - ZEHRZRERIETRIRENR
B - MR R ILRRAEEER - FIER VEE AR ILETIR
BIRUSKARETE - BETFNENER/RESENZE ZHNR
it BERZERAESEMLACRE - BMEE 7 AMEEMTBREHRT

27 S ERR R AR EEM (BA) (1936) - SEEM (FED) (1936) -

EEHH (MFZE) (1954) ~ #E(0EN (HFEA) (1971) F - UREER
HERA -

2 \ESUNBERAET:EEESRBEGEN/\E - RFREL)\EMSS -
2196158 16 H - BEMBAER - SENSERBESUHESHE - Z5
EREEFE 0 SEEABENRG - AER - 2318 - ERBSEANEERE
EENERERY ERESHEERNBINFNEETR ERERE /T EFE
* o
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5 EEREBENEERGENRE - AILEENHEARE - ERENFH
RZBNHIE ARBZES-DEEEPLER / ZEENRE / AMEEZB
BB EE - REAM I DURRS EUE ST MuE 2 BEE R GAIEEE -
BRETXE / EBERNEAEE - MaRER - (RMOXE) EAM
EERALEREE /HE - BAH/ RE - 2F / BERS_EE B
BmEEERNERE / REBEFGT O BEBBUANEEZR Hhpy
BEERBAS—EELER BEZEERKER  AMEENSELTHNER
R AR - 30

F=EERBEEARR BRIEZSHAMEENETHEERSIEN—
IEIRE - U ER/AIKEINENZEER - Sffki - B2 - EE
T8 B8 BENAE ENEE - RREASEEAL - HPRZOsEE
o BEZEFRRIE  ERS AR —E - BRENERERZ—FRC
RIEH  EX2ERPHEER - BERMAERRENHRERE - B
AAEXBEPEEERBNG  ERENRBETEXRLASD  URBEER
RAERE - AR BEMSE - BRENS —EERERISMEENE - L
BIREEFRMANAERFEREZREZHRANEER S EHB T
DHIA - BE—EEERNASTREOER E5ERAMMEKEETR
MEREE - 18 - B¥ - EEUEZCEBNR/\HEM -

BEZHERESD - AM4E (1931-2011 ) RASREBPEREARN
EBESHENR PN B - A A NGRS REIEARENREREE -
31 GEARZR) (1976 ) BESZ—  FEBERNBECHARAREK
BEEENERNER - S8\ HEZARRZRRBRREZNKSR -
BEEANBRIAY ZENERRB G  BRORZHRIRIER - WS
IRITZEEZ SR FEESETLE - ZRAAZEAERBAERVE
- ERIENIEIN 7 REEERREEANLERE - DB AR MBREBRIE
EHRFEE - NREFMER Y ZEHSRENERENR  LIERIIENAEE
—HBERREENTRYE MR E S EM RN - AIEEX A fFith il -
R EDES - IR EER R R AR EE —E TN th A2 B CIIREER
DB - BRIME R REEEEARA TER OO - BN LEREE
BRKRIRMAFALAZIRERT - KMEMBTRAEBAIGE - ES$ -
RINBESECEENERBRENABIE—M—BMERER LR - 7
BESENFTERGURARER DG BEME—OREFRENR

30 B EA)\R P th B B E R R BRI M SRIB AESRIBEM - 2R
RRBECEHENDEFRSINAMZENEBEHEE -

3 OERNRA (BRERT) (1978) ~ (ERTFIHE) (1985) - (LBIHE)
(1995) - (&5 - lzfk) (2003) F - REYEE CERZR) EAMGEE/NGR
PRERER - J2EERFH(2015) °
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EHEEE - BR LTSGR —RHREER AR MABERANESR
ROUEZR—EERNIEME NRPIBRRERZBEUIERTHR
e

IS EXRAERNIBER T REBRERREEZZENER SZ2E £
BHEG —REZZEINZABRNEBR - BFEAZE—EEZEN)
BREE EEEREFERBCAIEBME -RMEIEESERR T
RERGRIDASUGS - BBELEH  (FEEREENHLEPHREM
FABRGHEGN URERRERS BV BHEBHRSIEBEMZE &

BRAENFEHEERESENABEIR  MAZSE LNEE - RILIE
NFBE RIS CHERER BB — 1% RERRBRIAFTRREE
AEESTERRBNARPIRERE BEREBRERE FERIBE'
A el BIEKERNIECE—EEAEMENEER - BREY
SBANEE BEEUARBEENRR ROKBE LS ES BN
BREE  ZRE - Aw - UREANERRRE - EEREBR——FIR -
BRAEEEER—HRF AILLRMERMRBERREVAORNVEEIFLR
EMRGREHENERELR

B2 EiiRER MBS EE

AN ERE RSN ENASEL T A EHERRSIHE MERHRAELE
SEEENEEET -BEEARER AN EREFNARSREREE
BEANERHEFEN—BIRS  EREATEAENESRE —HERBHWE
$ o ERFAEESEL  WEOLE LB TN RZRER - BIH XTI E
FRRIER—ZURE - AR ER S EHERRITSHIETIRERE - 1§
BAKEH/)\ SRR - FUHWE - £2 ( Albert Camus, 1913-1960 ) 9 (/&
&) (1947 )BT NEREBERBEL - KELT ~ BN EBEMm
RABERBENDIERLLZHOIBARE EUH 2R - B4 - A8 RBA
THEMARESEEMMART "RERK ) RIBHEESLRRE Y
MBENER,; 1998 FHEERMNEBRBEETE  ENHX( José Saramago,
1922-2010 )W/\iR ( EREL) (1995 ) E8 F ERPARBEERHHTE -
ANEBAZANANCSERNMIEOE - BERESRAB/L AKX ENS
H  BREEEEARBEMM—REE N EMNEE -

2019 £ 12 B - —ESIEMXMHEBRRSETHEERE - 1
EERHREM - R TEEA - ERZ AT - &% COVID-19 19
EEERRE  B#RAE T EXERRHNE—RARERTHR . M "YER
B ABHEENR (zoonoses ) 1 (HiFEE 27 ) - HENMEREEN -
EREEEES FEINZEBENEL BRtEEADEIKENEE-
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490 : 1] COVID-19 BIMZER " BUNHIE L ~ X AFEENFRER R -
BEXEHEZRNBREENEAHS BEEZLER / EESIENIEEMN
RES B—(EBEHEASHEE  NOLRERE %  Bw - BRER-
WHASIERE FEHERR  BEEENTHBSENNAES - thkE
Z2E% -

TEE ZRERRIR RRBEOMNENUESERIERMAED
AHAZAFABRZBERKFE BB R RAE R E L ARIE
ERFAEHZE 2RIV HBREIIES BZRNERENE
T REERERCE 3 BEBT B EMENG OB RENEIREEE—D
A BEERBEEEENER MIRZFEESAEER MO8 - E -
THUERTH2EE SENRIRE ERZAEABRKEEERR
H—ISEBERE R MM - IBDUERIAM S mEHE - LENL - AR
COVID-19 W EIRE B EMERE - AMDU "22 ) RIBEWEREG S
ShFR (BIEEMA ) TRREE ., - EMmERMANNIRTIRRIEE TEHE
SNBEY -

BLIFR - BERANIRMARIER - 7 COVID-19 B 22 HARAIEEE
NRPHEESE - 2ZHEAMKAR  IEZABEWT  2LAF2)( 1978-)
#Y ( Chakatapa FIFEEE) (2020 ) ZAE —MIAEETE 2113 FHELEREIE
FIRE—RL 2020 FRERENSEREBI/NGE - NRPNADT
REANESE  RREZENEEMEERBRHNIRED  RAERBLERS
SEUNEES - BRRERH 2020 FMWREMZHBED - Mo
TRERE  RARAMABEBIREAZ  RAMRHIECSH "R, I
BISERRA HItEEEZERRRERAHOAR  RER( Z:E 1990-)
M (BEEBF—1%) 2—X2EEE 2020 FYRETZHRNIREE
F/VER AR LB G T — B2 AR EBEES N 2 BRZE
BEMBEMWME B e HE2ANSRBERNERER —1%
INERDUS ISR RS R R EE I i D BB EBARFBENAE EAHZR
MEFRZ; £82 (T2 )W (BREBRTT) (2021 ) WE 7TEEEMTME
BEBAHES#E R ZBRBRENEESY - BIINR - 2FHNEB
B WAREEEMNERNEMEZREENR BB BEEEREY
FRERORIR - BN E COVID-19 AN AN I A9 EE 58 458 N P9 A/t
(ZFfT54990) -

54k - COVID-19 WIEIEIER 7T IREREH - B MARNWEETRFIES
BRABRALEHZLHNEE - £8% (1978-) B9 (KM - B2 - B@H)

322020 5 2 BABHM R HA U E R EEBMALE BREVEEIRERER.
RFTEZRAIS 5214 B - HAE TE-RKRT. -

ZLEDSRAE COVID-19 BHRERUREM - iR "H _RAMT 1 BIEXKAER -
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(2020 )B4 Y 2020 FERARMEERAENERE  FIESSHBE
EEAXENERT  —UFLXESRARBRANNS - th2MERNE
EXE CESNBETEFNEMEZA EE COVID-19 FBRATE -
ZFALER  BEREBHOBER  tERIEENEATE - BB
R RELIMNEREZ2EFER "EE R WEEZ[E - WE
MAER - IR - B - B RASEBEEDHEREREEMLE - &E&
BRASETOHETNNSIRMEE B O OEMRMAE

RRRIBESMMRERIA - EEMBZEMA - EMBRHNE HREBES
BV — T U5 H AR K E - 2488 (1983-) B (HSRIKER) (2020) - X
2020 F 2 BEIEBEBLHIRAE COVID-19 E2HE AU ILFES UM
HXHESHEREN Bl —EEERRBLEEHRNAYNNS - £EA
VBATZ2HONH  t—EHERTERESE NWRBNEEG =5
RABBIXANLF - EES COVID-19 RITEBERR IR - INEEY

SRERBTLUBRIRBEFARERNRR E2EHRZRHEA
R E—@E BFRREHRETRIER - T H—ERONRBERAA
RERIEANEE AMPALRKIBERS TR OERRIAIE T
HZES - NMEWLL - NEEBLA 7 EABEE N 5REIEFERERIE
UMILEERNRESE Bl AKBE R - WMELESER  RFMEK-
BREMES TAKEFBRBBHNERNIELEE SRE2IREE0
S ELER

2 - BEIXEPR COVID-19 HUFARBME RERBERZEEL)
MRl  ERMEEREIE-EFERVEHENERNRER  B8TE
WERESE 7 E—L % - 7£ COVID-19 RN EZIKARITUR T MRS
RBERS  ARHERE TER & - RN Z B A FESHEEEH
FHIEE - AEHETMRRHIRRAERETE  EREMANSE - B
FRIMRBEETBEZESE - FEREERERER LR HZERAMBR
FERERBFRMAR - COVID-19 WRBEMELTDIREZEAELES
BIEERRIRCEE - BERMERERIERQR - BEE ENETERBE—
% - E# COVID-19 BUBZBAMBEFER LS - MARBAECHRMT
BRI A -

MUk - ASTRE T #RTEEI COVID-19 F4EENR - MIRBEITIRA
NRPELEERERORERENREEE ARERENIRCELZE—
BEEERE /NRPADE ENERLIFRZEEMBRMMAZ ORE
B BZHERUBERELERMECR T —EEE - ZE2RA
INRAZEERER  ARXHNBREEFESAEZE BEEHEN
ARBENBDRBENENNEEA -
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SE Rk

B - (B XERBE) B ABE - 1948 F -

MR - GEERZR) - (FBEISCE)10 B3 - 1976 £ -

FCR (FE) - (1960 FRZMBERNBIRANSGEESR : (EH45
BAOWBEBMFREEEN "TAL, ) - (IHEXEBHRR)
51 - BRI M EESE . 2020 F - H 221-50 °

Kot (EiE) - (EXAEENSEARKNER) - (XEEH)
112 - XEEH - 2011 F 12 B - EH 3949 -
FEH - (RE/NRPONELER) 55 0 XBHEMME - 2007 -
FEE(EE) - (FEMRRBNRENENESR) - (BEIRAXER
R 44 BEIRAXEST 2021 F 108 - B 49-90 °
FHEE (FE) - (BEAEAXENERAEERENFRESE) (B
X EBEMRE) 26 - RIEXXEBLMIFT - 2004 F - H 259-
85 °

B0 - (BRER) - (FEMB) 1908 F4825H-7H23H -

FEE - (RPPRE) - (SCEBREMM) - 1975 F -

SBE (FE&) - (MNEZEFENDRIWEFREER) @ (BEXER
) 70  BEYEE 2015488 - H293-332 ¢

— - (RR/NRFER "EBR. NESR)  (BREBEXE) 63 8
REEXEE  2013F4 8 - H313-40

EER(FE) - (FTER/)RPEE) - CIRANGER) 138 1R
REAXHRIEMITET - 2006 F 6 5 - H37-72 °

S (BF) - (BERT) - (XEB3) 135 Blftt - 2021 F -

EHE - (FRIKER) @ (—ERFCEEMWE) - arte - 2020 F -

RER(EE ) (BEHEE ) (FHENNE) FWER 2021

RERIE (E:E) - ( "&EM, IEBNREANNE) @ (REEXE)
62 HEREVEBE . 2014F 28 H355-84 -

BiflE - ( b2 ErhrEREER—IU S AR E R ER A BAIE
B - (BEANBER) F15 8 PHBEABELANE
Bl 2000 F6 B - HE1-25

BRBES (dEEREBEBHFHEXE)  DEERE
http://www.chinawriter.com.cn/n1/2018/0813/c404063-
30224769.html - 2023 E£1 B8 HTH -

£1584% ( Sontag,Susan ) ° (FERAIMER) - BHE  Sdb KEHEMRMT

2012 & -
c (EM - S8 EmE) - (R 58 BH-F e BRAXE
B/iRE&E) - IRASCE - 2020 % -

EXRIE - (BEARKNEBNEREERMEEYERR) @ (WRAEEN

B BE/RARKHARE - BAIE) - Aib : FHERE -

e
il
b


http://www.chinawriter.com.cn/n1/2018/0813/c404063-30224769.html
http://www.chinawriter.com.cn/n1/2018/0813/c404063-30224769.html

88 (SMEIREXHIE) E=1tNHB

2020 - BE5-14 -

— - (HEBEXENEREL/NRERN)  (HERECERRE 8
Bl/NMIARKLHAREE - BER) &b EHEAR 2021 &
B 5-28 °

— - (FTEERAHNEN  DUHERNERR) 8 CBR) KRNER) -
(ERESEMRIAE R B —EHE) &b &
=HARE - 2021 &F - B 405-29 -

=M - (BF2RE) - (ATISCE) 1970 F 6 B -

Hi#55( Snowden, Frank ){ K AITIRMEL AR MERE ? ) (#ETH)
%173 5% - BRI - 2020 7 -88 - B 23-39 °

B - (BAZEWESE) - (BR) 14-16 81 - 1921 £ 8 B-1921 £ 10

ﬁ °

2EE - OCBR) - (FAfEHR) - 1937 F£10 B 12 H-1938 &£ 5 A 17
E| °

SEBRE) - (Chakatapa FUFEEE ) - ( KRT-ANEHRFR) - XEBEAMMEHT
2020 °

EEIR (FE) - (ZBE (RMHXKE) WEEmESR) @ (RES)
4688 -  RIEBEBE - 2010F 6 B+ H 143-68 -
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