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The Signs of an Era of Illness: Disease
and Its Metaphors in Korean Literature

Mal Soon Choi*

National Chengchi University

Abstract

A person's life is inevitably marked by illness. As long as literature
continues to examine human existence, it seems inevitable that illness will
be used as a subject or theme in literary creation. While illness is a subject
for scientific diagnosis and subsequent treatment, humans have always
turned to religion or literature to confront it. Furthermore, the
representation of illness in literature often focuses not on the disease itself,
but rather on its connection to corrupt politics, society, or human nature.
Modern novels, especially when faced with abnormal phenomena in life,
society, or politics, frequently metaphorize or symbolize illness. Therefore,
it is not an exaggeration to say that the theme of illness appears in almost
all modern novels, with only differences in degree.

Based on this understanding, this article attempts to identify the
diseases mentioned most frequently in modern and contemporary Korean
novels from different periods. It provides examples of representative
novels in order to introduce the use of disease metaphors in Korean
literature. The diseases discussed in this article include smallpox,
neurasthenia, and syphilis in modern novels, as well as psychological
trauma, leprosy, dementia, and COVID-19 in contemporary novels.

Key words: Korean Literature, metaphor of Disease, signs of the times,
COVID-19
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BEERERNERKZE  IBEUEMEAAEEEELENtEEF -
EIERE " BRUNE L WRERD NEERE - ERUBEFAINR
HERBERAZITRE - BEEREAMUETNETANRNESHER
5 BERENELEIEEER MRARIGENRECE - 285 t#
REREME - BEEBZERE  HTINRABLEEN "RRA L TEMm
B MELRHBEBEANFERRYB T 7V RENLVEANG  BEET—
RSB EIEEREE

AERSEBBCENFREER (1943-) - BBRIEVGRAHER
BRI - 26 Hop - (B2R&E) (1970 ) BES RMEHF - 05
MmEEEF - LEF ISP OSHMIRGIES - MLl "3, /P
DRHEE M A/ NRNEREN - BWER Y REBNMEEZNARLL
5o MUlE TR ROEEEBER  #HRMAIRARERENE  BE
FNRHEEEPZHKE 7EEEHZR - AM - BIEESBRRAR - T3,

2 SE_BESBEMSNXENEREN  2BERE (BEBEXENRESA
NRERL) - (FERERBCERRZE  BRE/\RARKHRARE - BER) (&b
EHEARM - 2021) - B 5-28 -

B pEErTEENER BEMEMUEMETLETER 1960 ERBEVR
PRI MM (sexuality ) BEREBHLEN—TEBEER - 2ERCN (BF) -
(1960 FERLZMHIBHBUBEIRMGFIEE : ERMAENNBEMNZ R EE(ER
TR ) - (HSCEBIRR) 51 BREMXEES - 2020 £ - H 221-50 -
X ENEBHEEEANBEARILETAR BEANSEILBSEEE - 19 HA
R BAMBZTUBRFERIEH DRI SHESEIMNARE  BHEREWH
KAGGE -

B EShlE - BABAK 50 B NSRRI RS -

% ST HEERFAEMA/RERE () (1970) « (BREIRER) (1972)
(#E) (1972) ~ (FENMBZE) (1976) - (FHaEMEEFE) (1992) F -
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MAREEZNREISEANE GERSE  LIRMASELES " EWR -
BRRAFERANNA FRIESNRENRE - "3 £HEBE 7 2R
REES BFRELKEZEANER - £ "R, SRRWENAN - B
BEMMIKZERHRYS  BREERN - £REBFHE  SRMENE
ERBRPHARERE  MEFNAFEREIRBHET  251NE
BA—1H5EE - BE " IEZWENEFNMMORA - REEREE
BBEIFTEE FROA D ERAER -

£ (BRRE) PLIEBHAET  EHERRN T3, B 7THFE
DI PROSETT - T3 BEE Y BFMMAVE F IR EIMERE R E MR
BRNEANES  MEKEEEECESEDPIL NRATR - "M
TR BIEE DB B - LR TR ERENHBEPER THE
EENZEANBERENEZ EAERZHFELMER  MIBMEN
MEETR - "o EETPBEANED - EEILEAN—] - ",
FROEMELIRKENZBER 2EERESRS LUEARERRERS
HEANTRTER  JURE—ERISHREBYER - BEELARNE
ABEERARINEAUHEEEECERFPEENSE EXEUFF
RWBHENE - tPIESREEMW - SEMELAR - "3, 2RSS
RMHIBL)BNMAE HEZAR YT BCMENMEZNEEMEMN—
BOEKS - BEEREEERBINESE "I, B TBCHET - tHH
87 BCARAER -

=ERER(RRE)RERREAE ENEESF—R R aE
iR FRMEEIBEEATBEPILTINERTR - 48 - KRS
BISEREBHER - 2R 7 iPEESIETERTREEENESR
B NRZHNAMDIERNS - EINsEER RER ML ERERRIFERER
BEM DURERSLEE N ABBNER I LIMREZHERN—EHH
EEEZEEAMREEE RENRZELSHNTRE - #REEHRE
BHARERNELER BEATZEESARBUNRER RMEES
PHERECRIASEER BAEHAETRIEE EELERSH
IREBBAESENEZRRIBCEE—ERF FRIARE - AMEMLL -
WZRIBIE O E2EFREE " M JRORER  SRIRBERIE FEARLIERES -
RHNKEERE UESHRUEEINRE  SEFENU "HM. BB
WEIXRF @ E FRIERE - /SR PRREE "3 REBBEFCNE R/
BLE - AMUERELEEEHNEFPRAORR  F—REBCHEMR
EE TR HRBEEEES D THNIBRTESLE - BESHUESF
RERER - EEA LT HIREHER A EER  AMA ZBEEN—5
RELEEMES  RBERRF MEERDNERRZHGENES - KF
ELEEFLRNIIAELBEES ENSBRTHRBEBTRLER
g  EEZUHIRAIGEEE - AL - NSRPERISEMHERER
EREREN—TEFER -

EEB IR\ PRIE _ERBRMER - BHLUFERE - KRR
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AR - RTERRESE T2 ABRBIRIM X KBRS - £ 1873
Fi& XUUBBEZRRENBEBERFH 2 REER EREREES
BRAMNERERIEREREEN BRESHRFIRBENESR BE
BAREBEMENE L ZEIHE - ERE/NRP - fEREERE AR RIS
BEARZRENES  REAZHHEREHE 1950 £ MEAREER
APGARIRERE LR - KRB BEEREI EARIE - 8BE/NGRTE
1930 FRRBERIEERBBEMFmR - A MM —RA LU
BRI - 27

Heop FEEWRR (RFANXKE) (1976 ) BEERBBEXBE D&
ZBENFm - FFREREBS MG 7 1970 FRNBEIME (XE
1 143-68) - (IRMROKE]) DIEESHHAEN - £FBE&R/NGRF
IEABFM - R FBEESHTEINEE  2RM—B/0Ht
AR (BXK 37-72) /NSRBI AIE/ES 28 BiREBMENES
FLER BEREELRNER 77 SRER—MAKRRELREEK
£ \ESERER 1916 FHHEBERY - 1935 FHARARNELERE
FEDEMRTEN  BRWNARIRE  ZEANMBIFNREMSBF - SN A
=fE&kn : F—E8RRE Y H—7N 2 ZEME/ )\ EEERRRINERRE
R E TR ESHNEEIRREROEIEE ZEEREERBENK
2, F_EoRA/FMARIN TE ERNENBE  BEERBETELH
EMRRETESEMESE  AIRE ERERMNIM)IEAERBARLE -
WEBIEREMNFRRNERAMH AR BELRFENEEREE
KB - RMmEE 7 thfIp R BER ZE At R ; 55 =80 &ut
TS ENERRUTREMER L EHMIERREERVEEA
BiS °

EREEECHHRE B8/ REBRSEEZENBRNEET
EEFFBUAENETEGIRRIR  RREEZEEREE R AR
NEBRERREZERVEBEARAOHBEE -/ NREROARNEH
MR G  EERSEREHRN/ )\ ESER - MEFENFECHIIR
BEARRERR PHRREHEEREARSHBIRFELZERE 1961
FRWEMNAANERESBEEE - 7 1970 FRAHLIE 2 BRI

27 S ERR R AR EEM (BA) (1936) - SEEM (FED) (1936) -

EEHH (MFZE) (1954) ~ #E(0EN (HFEA) (1971) F - UREER
HERA -

2 \ESUNBERAET:EEESRBEGEN/\E - RFREL)\EMSS -
2196158 16 H - BEMBAER - SENSERBESUHESHE - Z5
EREEFE 0 SEEABENRG - AER - 2318 - ERBSEANEERE
EENERERY ERESHEERNBINFNEETR ERERE /T EFE
* o
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MGREORL T HERMERNGENES  REIARNERER /R
NESWAZ—EEMLNEFNMTT - ME—ERRREE  RE - FMEE
MERNZER - RREBEABORZRETENERRER BRI E—EE
£ - iRk RESERKEY SEEERETE IR EESNERTE
FoaE M - IRERMhF - BERRZHE - ZEREERIETRIORENR
B - ik &R SRR R B ER - BIEE T RE A BRI EITIE
BIRMUSKAREUEE - BETFNENERRESEMNRE ZBHR
At BERZERESEMLACRE - BMEE 7 AMEEMTBREHRT
A EEYFBENSEBRGENRE HIEENEEE =RENFH
RZENBIF NREBS _DAEBPLER / EBHEE / AREZE
RBREEE  REAMOILUERS CUE L MIE 2B HRALEE -
BRETXE / EtBERNEAEE - MORER - (RMOXE) EAMM
EEERLERNSE /18 8h/ R#E - #F / BRE_TEE B
BREEERNEEE / HEEERGRIBEREAMNEEZRE 2Py
RERYR—REE LR - REEERNER AMEENGCELEHNER
R AR - 30

F=EERBEEARR BRIEZSHAMEENETHEERSIEN—
IEIRE - U ER/AIKEINENZEER - Sl - B2 - i
T8 B8 BEMAE ERRRE - RRESSERE - Pl Z0sEE
Mo ABEZFRRIE  ERSARM—E - BRRENERIERZ—ZC
EiEH  EX2FRPHEER - BERMARRENHERE - BE
AEXBEPEEERFNG ERENRETEXREASD UABEEER
RAERE - AB - BEMSE - BERENS —EERERSEENE - L
BIREEFRMANAERREREZREZHRANEER S EHB T
DA - BE—EESNWASSBEEELR BHERNMEEMTSA -
MEREE - 18 - BH - SEUESCEBMR/\HREM -

BEZHERED - A4 (1931-2011 ) RASREBPERZERN
EBRSHENR PN EBE - a5 A NGRS REIEARENRREE -
31 GEARZR) (1976 ) BESZ— - FEBERNBECHARAREKL
BEEENERNER - S8V HEZARRZRRBRREZNKSR -
BZEANBRIAYZENERRE SR  BRORZHRIZIER - WS

30 BB E )\ iR T35 1B B B AD R i R S S B AE SR IR E AR - 5K
RERBEMEMNEDEFEHNAMZENEEBEHE -

31 MHBI/NRE (BEERT) (1978) ~ (EHFHE) (1985) - (LBiEpLE)
(1995) « (&FE - 1Z8R) (2003) % - RN BE CEXRZR) ERAMLE/ R
THERER U2ERRE (FF)  (MHEBF/IRPWERESR) - (8
B EmE) 70 - BBEINEE - 20155F8H - H293-332 -



84 (SMEIREXHIE) E=1tNH

LRITZEELZFNWRFEZETF  RRAAZERERBERNVE
- SEBENEN T RISHREREZNOERE  DBMEEDURBRIE
EHRFEE - )N\REMES Y EEHSRENRRER  THERENBE
—HBRREENTREMRREZSE M SRR - AIINEX A fF 0l -
R EE I AE BN RRE A B R — R it A% B S MUREEN
B - BRUMERIBTERBEEARA TESE WO - BN LEREE
BEKEMRALNZRERY - RMEMBTIRAERBAIGE - BEZ$ -
RIRBESECEENERRENABIE—RM—BERER LR - 7
SREENIBEERNREARERY G EHTE—ORBEIFERENR
EHRERE - BR ERIOBEZ &R —RBREDER - AR MBRANER
ROgE2—EEBZBME N\SRPHEREMR SIS E ILERRRAVR
Ao

BN ELRAERNER FRBBEEREEZENER BEE £
BHERG,  —REZEZFZABRNER - RFUE—ESRENI
BRERE EXEREFERECEINBEMUIZ KMmAlEEEZER N
RERGBRIDR SR - ERELREH  (FERRESNHATPHREMN
FABRGHEGN URERRERS BV MBS RERBEMZE &
EREH -

BRAENFEHEERESENABEIR  MAZSE LNEE - RILIE
MBERFEAASCHERERZR % RERRBRIAFTRREOE
AESTEERBNARPIRERE EREBRERE FERIBE'
MAERE . N GIHERNZIECE—EEFEMNELE - RmEM
ARANEE EERUMARBENRE RBKEET S RERIE R
BREE - BE - An - UREANBRRE - ERREEAN——FR -
BRAEEEEZ—HRF AIELRMERMRBER[EVAORNVEHIBLR
EMRGREHNERELR -

B2 hEiiRER MBS EE

ANBEERE RSN ENASFL T A ZHERRESHE MERHRAELE
SEEENEEET -BEEAREREAUEREFNARSREAEE
PEANERHEN—BIRS  ENEATEASENESLRE —BERBHE
o ERAFAEESE L WEOLE LB TNRZREN - BIH XTI
FERIEE—ZURE AR ER S EEERARITSHNTETIRERE - 1
AKX H/)\ R - IR - £2 ( Albert Camus, 1913-1960 ) fY (/&
&) (1947 ) Bl 7 NERBERREL - KELT ~ BN EBEm
REBERENDIEALHOIBARE FE 2R - B4 - REE - RBA
TRHEMARESEEMMART "RERK )  RIBHEESEBRENY
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NBRBNER,; 1998 FHEERNBRBEFTE  EHISX( José Saramago,
1922-2010 )BY/NER ( BAREL) (1995 ) ER T EKRBRESERENMHRE -
ANEBARNAFISERMNEIAOE - BERESEA/LNEKRINENS
E RESERBEMM—REEFNEMNSE -

2019 £ 12 B - —ESIEMXMHBEETRBBSETRHEERE - 1
EERHRRM . R TEEA - HERZ AT - &% COVID-19 B
EEERE  HRAZR " EIKERANE—RKRERTR . A "DER
BRI A B HEEIE (zoonoses ) 1 (HIFEE 27) - HENMERHEEER -
EREEEREES FEIZEBENEL BRTHFEADEIKEREE-
40 : 5 COVID-19 BIMERH " BUMEIE 1 « IR FENREAR T -
EXEAEENBREENEAHS BEELES / EESIENIERETMN
RES B—IERBELEASHEE  NOEREEE % 2w BRER-
WHABIRIE FFEHERR BUEEENTHAS SRS - thkE
Z2E% -

fEE ZERRIR RRBEOMNENUESERERMAERERN
AHNZEAEA BB ZBEKFE BB R RAERE L KRHE
ERFAEHZE 2RIEVTTRHBREIIES BZERNERENE
T REERERCE 3 BEBT OB EMEN OB RENEIREEE—D
e BEERRBEEEENER  NIRZEZESH@ER U8 - & -
THERTEH2RE  SEMNRNRR BRIAESBRMKEEERRE
H—TISEBERE R MM - IBDERIRAM S mIERE - LENL - AR
COVID-19 W EIREBEMERE - AMDU "2, RIBEWERG H
SNGR ( BEEMA ) TEEEE L - EmMERMARNIRRIRRIEE T E T
SMEEY -

ELIFR - BERANIRMARIER - 7 COVID-19 B 22 L ARAIEEE]
NRPTHEERE -SERAMRAR IBERLLEWN T 35002 1978- )
B ( Chakatapa FIFREE) (2020 ) ZAE —NAEETE 2113 FHWELEREIE
FIEE—RL 2020 FRERENSEREBI/NGE - NRPHADT
REANESE RREZENEEMEERBRHNIRED  RAERBLERS
SEUNEES - BRRERH 2020 FMNREMZHBED - Mo
TRERE RRAMABEBIEAZ  RAMRHIECH "R, I
BiSRERER RItEEEZRRRERAHOAR  REFR( Z:E 1990-)
M (BEEBEF—1%) 2—S2EEE 2020 FYRETZHRNIREE
F/VER ABREE G T —EEH AR EBEE N 2 BRZE

322020 5 2 BABHM R HA U E R EEBMALE BREVEEIRERER.
RFTEZRAIS 5214 B - HAE TE-RKRT. -

ZLEDSRAE COVID-19 BHRERUREM - iR "H _RAMT 1 BIEXKAER -
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BEMEENE  Hb  Bg—MRANSTRBEEBNEIEEST —1 -
NERLUSIS R RS R REE I D B 2| AR B LENET EALR
HEFZ; 8% (F2 )W (BERT) (2021) WRT7TEEEMTEMRE
EEBAHNRMEEHER I BRBEENEESY BIR - 2FMNEE
BE #AREEEMERNEMEEBEARDT BEBELREHEmY
FRERAYR IR BN HE COVID-19 1M & N AN ST RO B 52 A 5B At PSR A B -
( =173 49-90)

%4k - COVID-19 WEIEEM TR - By MARNEERFIRS

BABRALERLMNEE - £83 (1978-) B9 (HM - 518 - BY)
(2020):BihT 2020 FEREANMETRASWEE EEESHNRE
ERAENERT  —MIRZEERABRBRANKNS - 1 2MEBNE
EXxEE CEBNETEFNEREEMA  BE COVID-19 FHIRIERE -
BZFALE BEREBENREIE  tRIEBTEATE SHiEHsR
EMRELTNEREZESEER "TEE M. WEEZER - HE
MES - NIB - ZHR - B RERSBEPHEREERIEEMLY &%
ERAOEYDEEEANNZREE -2 /0BERNRIE LB R M REEE
FRARIBEERMERERIA - EEMBEZSMA  EMERSERRES
A — UG IR GE - 388 (11983-) fY (HSRIKEE) (2020) - L
2020 £ 2 AEIEBELIRASE COVID-19 2 HEAIMEMMIEES M
HRBERHHAEN  BR—ELEARBELEEENANNS - TZA
MBATSHNOZE  —SHERTERXAEFE TNRBNBR 25
BABBRANIE - 1BAE%E COVID-19 TR ERZILFS - INEEY

HRERMBTUBEEIBBEEENRERNRAR ERBE &I EE
RE—M BERXQMEHEMAEEHE - S E—EMO0 N REER AR
RESIEENEE  AMBALERIIZRESE  JROERBHHNEN
HMEMES - FMENL - NEEBZR TEABEE N SERILEERGNE
UHLRERNSES  BHANIBRENEL AMEESER  RFEK-
BREMGSE FALETERACHNERNRE G SHIRBEEM
MHEEZER -

#B  BEEDA COVID-19 HIFEREME R RIRMETERY]
Ml SEREERENZ—EFEHE EEENERARR  BBE
RIEREE T E—S N8 - £ COVID-19 BREIRZIRAR TR T M fE Lt
RIBRD  ARHFEETER & - AN R~ B R ESRIEZR T
FHER TERTLERGIRENERREEE  EREMARSE B
FRNERBETEEE-AERERRESERA LR BRZBIBAFEH
TEERBINEMRESR - COVID-19 NIERMETZTUREANEHEE
BIERNEAEE - E2RMERERLEDR  BESPL FEEER—
1% - E¥ COVID-19 BLEBPMBFTERAS  MARATARESIT
KA -

Pl RRE 7 RTER COVID-19 S4E 5w - LURBEITIRK
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NRPELERERUREREMNSEHNEE ARNBENORNELZE—
BEENSHIRE NP AMB LN ERILIFRZEE B RIS ORE
B EZHNEERMSERELERMECR T —EEE - ZR2IRA
INRARZEERER  FRXNEREEEEZ A AEZE BEEHEN
ABREXBDERNENXBEAE -
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SE Rk

B - (B XERBE) B ABE - 1948 F -

MR - GEERZR) - (FBEISCE)10 B3 - 1976 £ -

FCR (FE) - (1960 FRZMBERNBIRANSGEESR : (EH45
BAOWBEBMFREEEN "TAL, ) - (IHEXEBHRR)
51 - BRI M EESE . 2020 F - H 221-50 °

Kot (EiE) - (EXAEENSEARKNER) - (XEEH)
112 - XEEH - 2011 F 12 B - EH 3949 -
FEH . (RR/NRPONELER) 8% 0 XBHEMME - 2007 -
FEE(EE) - (FEMRRBNRENENESR) - (BEIRAXER
R 44 BEIRAXEST 2021 F 108 - B 49-90 °
FHEE (FE) - (BEAEAXENERAEERENFRESE) (B
X EBEMRE) 26 - RIEXXEBLMIFT - 2004 F - H 259-
85 °

B0 - (BRER) - (FEMB) 1908 F4825H-7H23H -

FEE - (RPPRE) - (SCEBREMM) - 1975 F -

SBE (FE&) - (MNEZEFENDRIWEFREER) @ (BEXER
) 70  BEYEE 2015488 - H293-332 ¢

— - (RR/NRFER "EBR. NESR)  (BREBEXE) 63 8
REEXEE  2013F4 8 - H313-40

EER(FE) - (FTER/)RPEE) - CIRANGER) 138 1R
REAXHRIEMITET - 2006 F 6 5 - H37-72 °

S (BF) - (BERT) - (XEB3) 135 Blftt - 2021 F -

EHE - (FRIKER) @ (—ERFCEEMWE) - arte - 2020 F -

RER(EE ) (BEHEE ) (FHENNE) FWER 2021

RERIE (E:E) - ( "&EM, IEBNREANNE) @ (REEXE)
62 HEREVEBE . 2014F 28 H355-84 -

BiflE - ( b2 ErhrEREER—IU S AR E R ER A BAIE
B - (BEANBER) F15 8 PHBEABELANE
Bl 2000 F6 B - HE1-25

BRBES (dEEREBEBHFHEXE)  DEERE
http://www.chinawriter.com.cn/n1/2018/0813/c404063-
30224769.html - 2023 F£1 B8 HTH -

£1584% ( Sontag,Susan ) ° (FERAIMER) - BHE  Sdb KEHEMRMT

2012 & -
c (EM - S8 EmE) - (R 58 BH-F e BRAXE
B/iRE&E) - IRASCE - 2020 % -

EXRIE - (BEARKNEBNEREERMEEYERR) @ (WRAEEN

B BE/RARKHARE - BAIE) - Aib : FHERE -

e
il
b
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2020 - BE5-14 -

— - (HEBEXENEREL/NRERN)  (HERECERRE 8
Bl/NMIARKLHAREE - BER) &b EHEAR 2021 &
B 5-28 °

— - (FTEERAHNEN  DUHERNERR) 8 CBR) KRNER) -

(ERESEMRIAE R B —EHE) &b &

=HARE - 2021 &F - B 405-29 -

=M - (BF2RE) - (ATISCE) 1970 F 6 B -

Hi#55( Snowden, Frank ){ K AITIRMEL AR MERE ? ) (#ETH)
%173 5% - BRI - 2020 7 -88 - B 23-39 °

B - (BEAZEWSE) - (FR) 14-16 81 - 1921 £ 8 B-1921 £ 10

ﬁ °

2EE - OCBR) - (FAfEHR) - 1937 F£10 B 12 H-1938 &£ 5 A 17
E| °

SEBRE) - (Chakatapa FUFEEE ) - ( KRT-ANEHRFR) - XEBEAMMEHT
2020 °

EEIR (FE) - (ZBE (RMHXKE) WEEmESR) @ (RES)
4688 -  RIEBEBE - 2010F 6 B+ H 143-68 -
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