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[ Book Review]

History? Fiction?
On Hazleton's After the Prophet:
How “Historical” is Islamic Oral History?

Hazleton, Lesley. After the Prophet the Epic Story of the Shia-Sunni Split

in Islam. Anchor Books, 2009.

Ching-Jen Wang*

National Chengchi University

Abstract

Hazelton's After the Prophet explores the cause and effect of the
Shia-Sunni split in early Islam. Her writing is based largely on the
historical materials of al-Tabari, a renowned ninth-century Islamic
historian. Due to the extensive use of historical accounts from Islamic oral
history and her approximate novel style, many readers have criticized the
book as being less rigorous in scholarship and as more fiction than
history.

* Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Culture, National

Chengchi University
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HIfR ( Muhammad Abi al-Fadl Ibrahim ) B A RS HE - £ 11 fif - 2=
XHER2R51H 40 i - 2EERRERNRE - BRE—ERESL - iC
BRI AR EIF T 915 AYFIE AT EES ( Abbasid Dynasty ) &1k - &
PHEH  RZZURMENHARE - E—SH It A RERENHE
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- ERF A Qadard, Shiv, 32 Kharijl /KBS EREMES 1 ( The
History of al-Tabarl, v39, xix ) - B8 I - IZMZUIFHEIRNEEZN
e MEtMNEFNEIATRIIESR  BrEEERELEHRER
ARz £ -
EWRTEREZEEEERNER BE KB MA L E AR
FX ER—LEEERERAN LAONEE - R REEENER
MPEARRE R B EMRNSECRORAE - HERBENAMPEE -
The Messenger of God asked for “All, but A’isha said “[I wish]
you had asked for Abd Bakr! “Hafsah said, “[I wish] you had
asked for ‘Umar!” So all of them gathered before the
Messenger of God. He asked them to disperse, for he would
call them if there should be any need, and they went away.
( The History of al-Tabari, v9, 179 )
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