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A Discussion of Japanese-Chinese Translation:
Informative Japanese Dictionary

Yu, Nai-ming”
Abstract

There are some problems, often in the translation from Japanese to Chinese,
that are worth discussion. This paper will take Informative Japanese Dictionary,
supervised by Professor Sakata Yukiko, as an object of study. The dictionary is
chosen mainly because its example sentences are longer, with words and phrases
frequently used in daily life, and it fully matches the Japanese proficiency level in
certification test of first-degree, thus quite suitable for learners of Japanese.

Dahsin Publisher in Taiwan currently is preparing to publish a new edition with
Chinese explanations of this dictionary. Although the China edition published by
Beijing Publisher in mainland China was mainly referred to, certain diction still
requires reconsideration. | fortunately have such an honor to participate in that
revision. It took me almost two and half years to discuss with Taiwanese and
Japanese scholars about those sentences which are not clearly identified in Chinese
translations because of differences in cultures and customs.

During the whole process of discussion, | observed several interesting
problems in Japanese-Chinese translation, and thus felt that only when translators
fully understand the languages and cultures of these two countries will they know
how to deal with the difficulties in translation. For example, since certain Japanese
special nouns have no equivalents in Chinese, translators need to figure out how to
translate and make translated sentences sound natural. Besides, certain adverbs or
indicative pronouns usually are added to show real flavor of Chinese. In the
participation process, many problems mentioned above were faced and solved by
common understanding among Japanese and Taiwanese scholars. This paper
presents what | have learned from this study.

Keywords: original edition, Chinese explanations, Taiwan edition, China edition,
cultures and customs, Japanese-Chinese translation, special nouns

* Professor & Chair, Department of Japanese, Director of Translation Center, National Chengchi
University
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