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A Preliminary and Comparative Study in the Use of
a Locative, an Ablative and a Dative between
Turkish and Chinese Language
~Take Hitit Vol. 1 for Example

Tseng, Lan-ya*

Abstract

To those Turkish abecedarians whom might be Chinese native speakers, the
improper use of the “case” following with a noun in Turkish language is one of the
most common mistakes when translation or writing issues are encountered.

In general, a noun with locative in Turkish means “within...”, “above...”, or
“between...,” etc. The ablative indicates not only the beginning parts for spatial or
temporal domain, but also the reasons of an occurrence or the compositions of an
object. In the contrary, the dative, explicates the ends for spatial or temporal domain
or the concept about “as to...”, “as for...”, “once...”, or “upon...,” etc.

The following two examples can reflect such kind of difference. In Chinese, we
might say “...to write something in the notebook”, while in Turkish, the case we used
is a dative. In Turkish, we use the ablative in the sentence: “Istanbul’dan lokum
aldim.” while in Chinese, we would say “I bought the Turkish delight in Istanbul.”
where the case locative “in” was adapted.

The main purpose of this article was to summarize and to compare these
differences due to the mutual translation between Chinese and Turkish when a
sentence with a noun followed by a case was studied. We take the first volume of
“Hitit” for example, which is a famous Turkish text book designed for foreign
students and provided by Turkish education center from Ankara University known as
TOMER. We hope that this summary of those mutual translation differences could be

a reference and useful aid for both Turkish learning and teaching.

Keywords: locative, ablative, dative, Turkish, Chinese

* Assistant Professor, Department of Turkish, National Chengchi University
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