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The Writing Style of “Chronicle of

Emperor Kotoku” in Nihon Shoki:

Centered on the Relationship with
Ancient Chinese Books

Chia-Yu Cheng*

National Chengchi University

Abstract™*

Nihon Shoki was written in "Kanji" (Chinese characters), Chinese literary
style, and with large amount of Chinese wordings and literary quotations.
Then, how did Nihon Shoki use these Chinese ideas and styles and
quotations of ancient Chinese books? What did they represent in Nihon
Shoki? This paper is part of the project of finding out how Nihon Shoki is
affected by ancient Chinese books, centered on the description of Emperor
Kotoku of Daika Reform, the biggest political reform in ancient Japan, and
connection with ancient Chinese books to discover the writing style of
“Chronicle of Emperor Kotoku” in Nihon Shoki.

The content of “Chronicle of Emperor Kotoku” majorly includes three
parts: (1) the process of Emperor Kotoku ascending the throne and the
relocation of the capital, (2) how and what is Daika Reform, (3) Kanehitu
System, Simple Funeral Order, reign title changing. Through this paper you
can find a lot of political learning in the age of Emperor Kotoku from
Chinese taxation system, bureaucracy, local management, while the
thought about Chinese emperor appears. Through the use of these Chinese
thoughts and Chinese texts or quotations, the image of Emperor Kotoku as
a virtuous ruler selected by the destiny and actively participating the
international community of East Asia surfaced, the system of centralized
politics built by Emperor Kotoku was pictured.

Concluding the above, we can find “Chronicle of Emperor Kotoku” in
Nihon Shoki actually largely adapting Chinese thoughts and ancient books.

* Associate Professor of Department of Japanese Language and Cultures, National
Chengchi University
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BREZHRLELERREEFED—RELTOEEREZIF D, ZLT BIFOF
CHBEEARTCHEIEETT, PREELHETIBERO—DELTRBZE
NTEZ, S5, PETHE, Z526EE | FEE - BEOHRINEILELTR
BENTWEH, FEOEEBEICEI;H>TWS, COSRFEEZHICELT
WS, ZNIC, IHULEEEBREARHBEME, RARBIGBELEUDE, Kb
PNOBAMARTLEIEDE REREDTH D,

COES(C, [ZERITIIHhREECEDZMAHIE, Lith- BRHIE.
BEHFHELVOEFEROEN., PEOFEM—DRE, H#HEE X
BB, RABGEE, BEXBEERE(CRINTWS, RFIC, MTE52). 5
BITEFI K] ERESRT. AREREOEEDRERLUES
BELVEAYOMEBIERINTVNADTHD, DFVY., ZERLRIDBEHEE
BRE=ZD2OEHTIE. WINEHEOBE, EEORBEIHEEH>TNEIL
NEBHOND, ZLT. INEOFEOEBE EEORREEL T BHBELRD.
SENANEEREH L. FEOFIE, BAEREERVNIRIXL, REFFOE
FRhREEEBRELIOETIFHNE T THIEEBIC, RISREENZEE
DHRIETFTLLTOHEREGIMMEIEINTVAZLRFU LEOEREBLTY
3.
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(1) T¥A+ (EHEREEROATFIEICELS)

(BA&zE

NEEZEFMEE-R - [FRARATRYFLE AXER G 1%
R /NFEE  1994-1998 £ o

(FEEE
B - [REARHREE Bl - Al - BXEEE - 1967 F -
ARERE - [FEETANBEREE RIOKRE] LR PEER 1987

-3
REE RERENMER-[FFEERE] AL ZEER 2013 £-
WEETE - [FEmEES (T) 1 684t . =ZRE/ - 1997 &£ -

EEEEHNEER - [(BROXCHENESE FR—h= BZ2HEI[EXE
R - #Fdt, EEEEENEE - 1986 & -

BEE - [FESKELR (F) &8l =RE/ - 2000 £ -
RETEER-EEERE - [Fr8HET (2 1 &d . =ZRZER/ - 1997

-3

BREEMR - [HEBHER FIRAEEEWERS] (&) 1. &,
BXER 2000 £ -

TERTE - [FEBETFEAR] - Bl ZEER - 1996 F -

(2 &M (BIIFERBOETSIEICLS)

HEAS -"TBLEHEOMII L TEHREE3 5 (3 ). BR - 5KE
& 1967 & -

HMHEE -THAREL. L AHOEE  THATEFESR 59 ) BR -
HARGEZS - 2007 F -

STEE-T S - 58 - ER-LOKELS-RERLHREONE—
—mEAGRTHAESLCME.ELM R BERE 1976 F-

NWEERZ " EREAXNFLFENF (L) BR - BER - 1962 F -

BR-TEREMFE 25 KMEGIOME( T )ar HR - F/IIBAXEE -
1997 £ -

AR - T RIEH S im - 4R . - P AEFT ORFE (£ )ar BRE - F)II5A
XEE - 2017 &F -

BINE -T2 - ZFPRE - HXHE TRLTFTOIT AR TIW BR-
FADERM - 1991 £F -

BARE - THRAOZFOWE - ——HF Y ICHERAMWEEROANADLT
Eago RR B 2009 F -
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NUE— -"THASBLICH T 5B ENKS L RIIKBEOELL, "HE
FHELFE 41 BFE 2 5 =5 HEEFE 1993 F-

HEE -THAEZEL RUOEE—ESBRZOFEELHEL . BER ¢
NI - 2011 F -

HHE— -THREARROBT L AEEH ., THEREGRER-G1R
EEZ Dy HRE - S/IIBAXEE - 2012 &F -

EHGHE -"TARNFOBREICOVNT o "EEEHHEL(3) REL - 6
HREREEFE - 2013 &F -

) vIJ¥M+ (EEFIEHEERIICLS)

HAEE AR japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/q8A3xn( 2019/7/10
7YX ) ERKEL - japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/
LdrzZY3( 2019/7/10 7% & X )ESEAE#H - japanknowledge
https://reurl.cc/R1GQAg ( 2019/7/25 77 £ X )

roVAa—HERRKERNSH NEEHSH, OV D .
japanknowledge https://reurl.cc/610eAZ (2019/9/26 77 X )

HAKXBREE( = v/RZA ) japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/Q3A0
10 (2020/8/3 747t 2 )

HAEE AR - japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/D6KLnE ( 2020/8/5
FH42R)

WEZEMNEHE Web AR - japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/VXOQpy
(2020/11/23 74 )

WEBEEFME A Web AR - japanknowledge - https://reurl.cc/ldr4L9
(2020/11/25 74 £ 2 )

HAEFEAFE  japanknowledge - https:/ /reurl.cc/2gGy46( 2020/11/25
FH42R)
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